
 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE 
8:00-8:30 AM Registration 

8:30-10:00 AM Welcome and Keynote 
10:15-11:45 AM Session I 
11:45-12:45 PM Lunch and Networking 
12:45-2:15 PM  Session II 
2:30-4:00 PM Session III 

 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 
The Necessity of Strangers: The Intriguing Truth About Learning, Growing, and Success 

Most of us have been taught to believe that friends, colleagues, and the people we know best are the 
real keys to our growth and success as kids and grownups. But what if this isn’t the case? What if 
strangers are more essential to learning, discovery, and making a difference in the things that matter 
most? In this inspiring, thought-provoking, and counterintuitive session, we’ll travel around the world 
to figure out why people who are very different than us hold the real key to reaching our full 
potential. In the process we’ll also discover that we can learn something important from anyone we 
meet and how to connect with others in more meaningful ways. 

Dr. Alan Gregerman is a highly-respected and award-winning author, teacher, keynote speaker, consultant, community 
volunteer, and all-around nice guy who has been called “one of the most original thinkers in business today” and “the Robin 
Williams of business consulting.” His work, research, and writing focus on helping organizations to unlock the genius in all of 
their people in order to innovate, grow, and deliver the most compelling value to their customers. He is also the Founder of 
Passion for Learning, Inc.—an award-winning nonprofit that helps students in low income communities to develop the skills 
they will need to inquire, create, collaborate, connect, problem-solve, and communicate in a technology-driven world. 

Alan’s three best-selling books—The Necessity of Strangers, Surrounded by Geniuses, and Lessons from 
the Sandbox—challenge our thinking about people, the world around us, where brilliant ideas actually come 
from, and how to reach our full potential as kids, adults, leaders, and organizations. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



SESSIONS 
 

Session I  Session II Session III 
Developing Oral Language 
Capacity in Students from the 
Toddler to Teen Years through 
Novelty, Complexity and 
Explanation 
 

Creating Your Own Wooden 
Montessori Materials  

 

Enhancing and Facilitating 
Mathematical Skills in Early 
Childhood through Music 
 
 
 

Is it All About the Academics? Is it the End of the World? 
Guiding Children Through 
Climate Change Anxiety with 
Cosmic Education 
 
 

Full STEAM Ahead: Maker 
Centered Learning @ Barrie 
School 

Laws, Myths and Money in a 
Montessori Setting 

Marketing a Montessori School Health, Nutrition and 
Homeopathic Remedies 

 

Putting Universal Design for 
Learning Principles into Practice 

Montessori Mentoring In Search of…the Normalized 
Child 

Yoga, Music and Movement in 
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Multicultural Montessori The Montessori Classroom and 
ADD/ADHD 

 Musical Murmurs from Earth Transformation of the Teacher 
 

 
  



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 
SESSION I 

Developing Oral Language Capacity in Students from the 
Toddler to Teen Years through Novelty, Complexity, and 
Explanation 
 
Applicable to: All 
 
Summary: Oral language capacity is of utmost 
importance for students as they learn to communicate 
their thoughts, express ideas, interact with others, and 
evaluate verbal information. However, teachers are 
seldom explicitly trained on how to foster oral language 
fluency in their classrooms. This workshop will provide 
hands-on strategies for teachers of all ages on how to 
foster oral language skills efficaciously in students from 
the toddler through the teen years. The presenter has 
more than 16 years of experience teaching toddlers in the 
Montessori classroom. The co-presenter has over 15 
years of experience with high school students and adults. 
The careful symmetry in this presentation coupled with 
the foresight and hindsight of the discussion, provides 
invaluable perspective on the trajectory of oral language 
development. 
 
By designing a workshop that they will present in 
tandem, Sherita and Rabiah will thoughtfully address how 
the strategies for teaching very young students are 
transferable to high school students. Sherita is in the 
classroom on a regular basis with children as young as 18 
months, whereas Rabiah is a high school instructor. Both 
Sherita and Rabiah also teach adults. By teaming up, they 
offer breadth and depth to the topic of oral literacy 
development from toddler to teen. 

Learning Outcomes of Presentation:  

1. Examine strategies for the toddler and teen 
classroom that promote oral language (receptive 
and expressive) fluency 

2. Evaluate the use of novelty, complexity, and 
explanation as indispensable approaches to 
improved pedagogy 

3. Consider the trajectory of learner development 
and the opportunities for oral language practice 

Presented by: Sherita Sargusingh and Dr. Rabiah 
Khalil Abdullah 
 
Biography:  Sherita Sargusingh is a certified Infant-
Toddler Montessori Instructor, Adult Educator and 
personal Montessori Consultant. Sherita has been 
actively working in the Early Childhood Education 
private sector for over 15 years. Sherita received 
her Bachelors in Studio Arts from Lincoln 
University, PA. She is currently pursuing a 
Graduate degree for Instructional Technology 
MEd. Sherita has experience as an Art educator for 
pre-school children since 2003 and she has also 
been a certified Infant-Toddler Montessori teacher 
for almost 10 years. Sherita is a graduate of the 
AMS Montessori Infant-Toddler program, 
conducted by the Institute for Advanced 
Montessori Studies at Barrie. She is currently a 
member of the Barrie School faculty and has 
continued to be an annual summer instructor for 
the Institute. Sherita thoroughly enjoys working 
with young learners, introducing artistic 
perspectives, and building early childhood literacy 
and language skills. 

Biography: Dr. Rabiah Khalil Abdullah has been an 
educator for over 15 years; she currently works as 
an Upper School English teacher at Roland Park 
Country School and as an adjunct professor at 
Johns Hopkins University, School of Education. At 
JHU, she has instructed "Linguistics for Teachers," 
"Emergent Literacy," and "Teaching Reading and 
Writing in the Content Areas to ESL Students" 
within the Master's in Reading program in the 
School of Education. Rabiah earned her Doctorate 
in Teacher Development and Education Leadership 
from JHU and her Master's in Applied Linguistics 
from Georgetown University.  She is a lifelong 
learner who enjoys facilitating educational 
experiences that catalyze imagination, encourage 
empathy, and promote conscious language use. 

  



Is it All About the Academics? 
 
Applicable to: Early Childhood, Administrators 
 
Summary: In our competitive society of today, parents 
and some administrators put pressure on teachers as well 
as their children to be successful.  How do we help 
children to become successful? What is necessary in 
addition to academics to create a happy, well-adjusted 
child/adult?  We will learn the important factors and how 
to talk to parents and caregivers who are overly zealous 
in their academic desires for their children. 
 

Presented by: Debbie Kukielka 
 
Biography: Debbie Kukielka has been a Primary 
teacher for 25 years.  Originally here in MD, Debbie 
is now teaching in Rochester, NY.  In addition, she 
just completed her 20th year as an instructor and 
administrator at the Institute for Advanced 
Montessori Studies. Debbie also presents many 
workshops for staff and/or parents at different 
Montessori schools and conference 
 

Laws, Myths and Money in a Montessori Setting 
 
Applicable to: All 
 
Summary:  This session will inform and prepare 
Montessori teachers, leaders and administrators in both 
public and private school settings, about school 
operations – in particular legalities and budgeting. 
 

Presented by: Katherine James 
 
Biography: Katherine James, Ed.D., was a 
Montessori teacher and administrator at Barrie 
School and the Institute for Advanced Montessori 
Studies during the 1980’s and more recently during 
the last three years. Katherine has also worked as a 
teacher and administrator in the District of 
Columbia Public Schools and currently is a 
professor at Trinity Washington University in the 
School of Education and at Montgomery College in 
the World Languages Department.  Her work has 
given her experience with the youngest Montessori 
students (age 2 ½ ) through adult learners who 
aspire to positions of school leadership.  She sees 
the journey of education as ever-evolving, being 
created and developed by teachers and students 
working together as they share life experiences. 
 

Putting Universal Design for Learning Principles into 
Practice 
 
Applicable to:  All 
 
Summary:  Find out how to apply Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) principles to your instructional toolkit. 
Bring at least one “tried-and-true” lesson plan (with 
lesson objectives or goals) to the session! You will use it 
for practice as you learn to create inclusive instructional 
strategies and practices for your students. Session 
attendees will learn about the three learning networks of 
the brain, tech and no-tech UDL techniques, and how to 
plan instruction that is inclusive for all learners. 

Presented by:  Helen Brooks Mahoney, M.A. 
 
Biography: Helen Mahoney earned a master’s 
degree in special education from The George 
Washington University, a literacy coach certificate 
from the University of Maryland, and she holds a 
State of Maryland Advanced Professional 
Certificate and is certified in three teaching content 
areas. During her teaching career, Helen had 
several opportunities to explore different aspects 
of education. As a special educator, she co-
authored professional development and 
technology measures for the Maryland State 
Department of Education for students, teachers 
and school administrators (TL8) and co-authored 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) standards for 
the Maryland Student Technology Literacy 
Consortium. At Barrie, Helen creates 
Accommodation and Support Plans, facilitates 
appropriate student supports, communicates with 
parents and outside service providers, provides 



resources to teachers, students, and families, 
coordinates Disability Support Services for college 
assessments, CWRA and ERB assessments. 
  

Yoga, Music and Movement in the Classroom 
 
Applicable to: Toddler; Administrators 
 
Summary: Learn the ways that I have combined Yoga and 
Montessori in a toddler environment. There will be circle 
time, work time and outdoor ideas. Creating an 
environment that allows the space for yoga to be a part 
of the environment through materials, books and songs. 
 

Presented by: Jill Nowacek & Bridget Uptgrow 
 
Biography: Jill Nowacek has been working in a 
Toddler Montessori classroom since 2013. She has 
a BS in Child Development and Family Studies from 
West Virginia University. Jill has an AMS Infant and 
Toddler credential from the Institute for Advanced 
Montessori Studies. In 2019, Jill received her Yoga 
Certification. Working with toddlers is a passion of 
hers, as is yoga. In the classroom, she has 
combined these two passions to create a joyful and 
harmonious learning environment. Jill is dedicated 
to harnessing the power of yoga to help toddlers 
understand their emotions and respond 
appropriately to them. 
 
Biography: Bridget Uptgrow is a Lead Teacher at 
Barrie Montessori in Silver Spring, Md. and founder 
of Pink Tower Consulting. She is the Parent 
Education Coordinator at Barrie as well as the 
Toddler Level Program Chair. Bridget serves on the 
Barrie Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 
and was Co-Chair for the Barrie DEI Parent 
Alliance. Bridget attended the University of 
Maryland University College where she studied 
Business Management and received her 
Montessori Certification in Infant and Toddler at 
the Institute for Advanced Montessori 
Studies. Bridget is a member of the support staff 
and Teacher Educator Program at the Institute for 
Advanced Montessori Studies.  



Session II 

Creating Your Own Wooden Montessori Materials 

Applicable to: All 

Summary: If you've ever wanted a wooden material for your 
classroom but have been frustrated because you either can't 
find what you're looking for or it is too expensive, then this 
class is for you. In this class, you will learn how to create 
your own wooden Montessori materials. We will 
demonstrate how to make puzzles, animal cutouts, and 
other wooden materials. You will learn how and where to 
purchase wood, what tools are needed, how to use and 
draw patterns, how to cut out materials, and how to finish 
them. This will be a hands-on class with opportunities to use 
a scroll saw and finish a sample project. Material making 
resources will be given.  

Presented by: Wendy and Mark Patoka 
 
Biography: Wendy Patoka is an Early Childhood 
directress at Cardinal Montessori School in 
Woodbridge, VA. She is also a Montessori 
consultant and teacher educator for the 
Institute for Advanced Montessori Studies.  
 
Biography: Mark Patoka s an experienced 
woodworker, with over 25 years of 
experience. He has been making wooden 
Montessori materials for Wendy's classroom for 
the past 11 years.   
 

Is it the End of the World? Guiding Children Through 
Climate Change Anxiety with Cosmic Education 

Applicable to: Elementary and Adolescent 

Summary: As the issue of climate change comes up in 
student-led conversation with more frequency and urgency, 
guides must face their own questions. How do we allay 
student fears when we have our own? How do we address 
something some of us might not even be convinced exists? 
Montessori has already given us the tools that we need! This 
session will focus on common fears expressed by older 
children as they become more aware of environmental and 
societal issues. It will focus on tools inherent in Cosmic 
Education that allow us to address these fears, and 
strategies to implement them. By the end of this seminar 
participants will feel confident in their ability to lead a year 
of informative and enlightening lessons that, inevitably lead 
to further development of humanity’s cosmic task at a time 
when it is desperately needed. 

Presenter: Melissa Kelly 
 
Biography: Melissa Kelly has been a Montessori 
educator and organic gardening instructor since 
2009. She is AMS credentialed at the 6-9 and 9-
12 levels and is MACAR level I certified. Melissa 
serves as a Montessori teacher trainer and 
consultant for the Institute for Advanced 
Montessori Studies. She is passionate about 
shifting social and environmental paradigms by 
educating children, their families and her peers. 
 
 

Marketing a Montessori School 

Applicable to: Administrators 

Summary: What challenges does a Montessori school 
admissions team face?  They are charged to fill each 
classroom with students who will progress in a well-defined 
program that has fostered independent learners for over 
one hundred years. When they arrive for their initial 
interview, parents may recognize the Montessori name, but 
they often have little knowledge of the actual teaching 
methods. This session will explore misconceptions, will help 

Presented by: Ingrid Yuryev 

Biography: Ingrid Yuryev earned her BA and 
M.Ed from the University of Vermont, where 
she later worked as the Assistant Director of 
Admissions. Ingrid went on to be the Assistant 
Director of International Admissions at Bentley 
University, Waltham, MA, where her 
responsibilities included international student 
recruitment throughout Europe and South 
America. In 2009, Ingrid accepted a position at 
the American Community School (ACS 



staff recognize gaps in the parents’ understanding of the 
Montessori method, and will illuminate opportunities to 
clarify and expand on what they already know. 

 

Hillingdon) in London, UK. Currently, Ingrid is 
the Director of Admissions and Financial Aid at 
Barrie, where she has worked since 2013.  She 
has two children ages 4, and nine months. Her 
four year old is now in her third year as a 
Montessori student. 

Montessori Mentoring 

Applicable to: All 

Summary: Are you looking for ways to strengthen 
relationships within your school community? 
Communication with parents, administration, co-teachers, 
assistant teachers, substitute teachers, everyone in our 
community, is the foundation for a successful partnership 
when guiding children. However, sometimes we are so 
focused on supporting the children’s needs we forget how 
hard it can be to foster the relationships with the adults in 
our learning environments. This workshop will highlight the 
importance of these professional relationships and supply 
you with tips and resources on how to successfully navigate 
this area of teaching. 

Presented by: Barbara Bisceglia 
 
Biography: Barbara Bisceglia has been in the 
field of early education for over 12 years. She 
has experience as an Early Intervention 
Specialist and Montessori educator. She holds 
Infant/ Toddler & Early Childhood AMS 
Montessori certifications, and a Master's degree 
in Early Childhood Education with a 
concentration in Montessori studies. Currently, 
Barbara is working as a teacher trainer for the 
Center for Guided Montessori Studies and is co-
founder of Open Door Montessori, which 
provides home and school consultation services 
and free resources about Montessori philosophy 
and practices.  

 
Multicultural Montessori 

Applicable to: Infant & Toddler, Early Childhood 

Summary: Multicultural Montessori is designed to offer 
educators of young children the opportunity to increase 
their appreciation for diversity in learning differences, 
communication, cultural norms and language. This course is 
designed to assist educators by offering students the chance 
for self-identification and also providing access to the 
cultural familiarity of classroom materials. We live in an 
extraordinarily diverse world with a variation of traditions, 
beliefs and practices. All of these aspects of our culture, 
create who we are as people and also bring us closer 
together as human beings. You will not know how much you 
actually have in common with someone, if you choose to 
judge a book by its cover. This goes for our everyday lives 
and most importantly, it also deeply impacts the lives of our 
students. This session will offer diverse conversations, 
scenarios, learning materials, books and teaching aides to 
communicate the importance of inclusion and the 
appreciation for a multi-cultural approach to Montessori 
education. Teachers will be encouraged to share personal 
experiences about how Multicultural education has affected 
their own personal education and that of their students. 

Presented by: Sherita Sargusingh 
 
Biography: Sherita Sargusingh is a certified 
Infant-Toddler Montessori Instructor, Adult 
Educator and personal Montessori Consultant. 
Sherita has been actively working in the Early 
Childhood Education private sector for over 15 
years. Sherita received her Bachelors in Studio 
Arts from Lincoln University, PA. She is currently 
pursuing a Graduate degree for Instructional 
Technology MEd. Sherita has experience as an 
Art educator for pre-school children since 2003 
and she has also been a certified Infant-Toddler 
Montessori teacher for almost 10 years. Sherita 
is a graduate of the AMS Montessori Infant-
Toddler program, conducted by the Institute for 
Advanced Montessori Studies (IAMS) in Silver 
Spring, MD. She is currently a member of the 
Barrie School faculty, and has continued to be 
an annual summer instructor for the Institute. 
Sherita thoroughly enjoys working with young 
learners, introducing artistic perspectives, and 
building early childhood literacy and language 
skills. 
 



Musical Murmurs from Earth 

Applicable to: Early Childhood, Elementary 

Summary: NASA’s Voyager 1 and 2 space crafts were 
launched into space in 1977 with an Interstellar Recording:  a 
playable, artistic and musical ‘story’ of Earth to be 
discovered by ‘extra-terrestrials.’ Both space crafts have now 
left our Solar System and continue into interstellar space, 
while here on Earth, people still sing of the Night Sky, the 
Sun, the Stars, the Moon and the Planets, with wonderment. 
Elemental music-making (natural, pattern-based, creative, all 
can participate) inherently provides techniques for 
classroom exploration of Voyager’s mission, and on the 
Binary Code that was used for the initial communication on 
the Golden Record of our Earthly songs and sounds. Music, 
Movement, Science and Math artistically combine to spur 
the child’s interest in authentic songs, music and languages 
as those represented on the Voyager record, as well as on 
the reasons why specific pieces were so lovingly recorded 
onto a recorded disc on a craft that is calculated to last 
about 1 billion years. Primary and Elementary teachers will 
gain insight on ‘mixing mediums’ of classroom studies with a 
dash of authentic cultural music. Websites to the ongoing 
Voyager mission and its musical and spoken recordings will 
be on the session notes. 

 

Presenter: Anne Rolls 
 
Biography: Anne Rolls has been the Lower 
School Music Specialist at Barrie School for 
twenty-eight years. She holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Music (Voice/Cello) Performance from 
Hamline University, a Master’s in Voice and 
Vocal Pedagogy/Baroque Performance Practice 
from the University of Iowa, and a Master’s 
Certificate in Orff-Schulwerk (Music Education) 
from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Anne has taught Primary Adult 
Learners at the Institute for Advanced 
Montessori Studies, and has presented 
workshops for the Mid-Atlantic Orff-Schulwerk 
Association Chapter. Her music program at 
Barrie benefits from a full complement of Orff-
Schulwerk instruments (percussion, xylophones, 
recorders, Native flutes, simple strings) and 
ample spaces for movement, but the Voice and 
the Body remains at the heart of the musical 
lessons. Anne also enjoys being a freelance 
musician in the Washington area (voice, cello, 
recorder, viola da gamba) specializing in music 
of the Baroque period. 
 

 

  



Session III 

Enhancing and Facilitating Mathematical Skills in Early 
Childhood through Music 

Applicable to: Early Childhood 

Summary: This session will provide educators with ideas 
and tool that will allow them to integrate mathematical 
skills into the music class. Information of developmentally 
appropriate practice and music instruction will be given 
along with coverage of research discussing the benefits of 
music on brain development. Participants will have the 
opportunity for hands -on experience with musical 
instruments and materials. There will be singing and maybe 
even dancing so be ready to join in the fun. 

   

Presenter: Julie Billingsley 

Biography: Julie Billingsley moved to the US 
from the UK in 2007 and currently works as a 
music teacher in Montgomery County and DC in 
three Montessori schools, teaching 2 to 6 year- 
olds. She also trains student teachers at the 
Barrie Institute for Advanced Montessori 
Studies, and for Montgomery Montessori 
Institute. She is an accredited advanced trainer 
for the Maryland State Department of Education 
and a member of the American Montessori 
Society.  Julie has training in Orff, Kodaly and 
Dalcroze approaches to music and is a member 
of the Mid Atlantic Chapter of Orff-Schulwerk. 
Recently she joined the Rockville Chorus which 
performs classical and contemporary music in 
the Rockville area, and has also just recorded 
some of her own children’s songs available soon 
at musicwithmissjulie.com 
 
Music has been a part of Julie’s life since early 
childhood and she has benefited from a varied 
and rich background in her own musical 
experiences.  Julie’s Masters in Music Education 
and Montessori training were completed in 
London. She plays a number of instruments 
including, guitar, mandolin and most recently 
Ukulele. She taught for eleven years in Scotland 
in a public school teaching ages three to twelve 
year olds. During her travels around the world, 
Julie has collected some unusual instruments, 
which she takes into schools for the children and 
staff to experience.  Julie’s aim is to foster an 
environment of learning through the practice of 
music and movement, and feels fortunate to 
have a most fulfilling job in which music is a part 
of everyday. 

Full STEAM Ahead: Maker-Centered Learning @Barrie 
School 
 
Applicable to: Early Childhood, Elementary, Secondary, 
Administrators 
 
Summary: Please join us for a workshop in our Montessori 
Makerspace. Participants will engage in various maker-
centered activities geared toward Kindergarten through 5th 
grade. We’ll share the process we experienced in 
developing a vision, designing a space, and building a 

Presented by: Erin Springfield and B.A Grace 
 
Biography: Erin Springfield is Barrie School’s 
Director of Technology and Innovation.  She 
teaches several classes across the Montessori 
and Prep divisions, including coding, filmmaking, 
and Web Design. She was instrumental in all 
areas of the development of the Montessori 
Makerspace. Erin has 20 years of experience in 
the Educational Technology field, and 
has provided professional development and 



curriculum (with all of the ups and downs in between!). 
Finally, we will dip our toes into different types of making 
and dream up what that could look like in your own 
classrooms. 

support for incorporating project-based, 
interdisciplinary lessons into the curriculum.  
 
Biography: B. A. Grace is a dedicated Maker-
STEAM educator at Barrie School. B.A.'s role is to 
collaborate with Montessori classroom teachers 
to design learning experiences that reinforce 
essential skills in areas such as Science, Math, 
Engineering and Technology, in connection with 
arts practices and design thinking. 
 

Health, Nutrition and Homeopathic Remedies 
 
Applicable to: All 
 
Summary: The Health, Nutrition & Homeopathic Remedies 
class is designed to offer parents, educators and caregivers 
of young children, insightful information on early childhood 
nutrition, health and naturalistic homeopathic solutions. 
Children are our most vulnerable population when it comes 
to allergens, unhealthy foods, hygiene habits and illness. 
Without the intervention of proper “whole food” nutrition 
and a balanced approach to the overall health of the child, 
our children are plagued with ailments such as colds/ flu, 
loss of interest, depression, irritation, infections, various 
illnesses, allergies and general malaise. There is a better 
way to help our children to stay healthy and happy, 
naturally. This course will offer adult learners the 
opportunity to learn about the health benefits of specific 
foods, observe a health food preparation demo and taste 
testing, and investigate cooking and cleaning substitutes to 
cut down on allergies and obesity. Attendees will also have 
the opportunity to experiment with the use of non-toxic 
healing plants, and explore the benefits and effects of 
herbs, essential oils, healing balms and tinctures. Attendees 
will also learn how to create natural aromatherapy products 
from scratch for use in the home, for use around young 
children & pets, and also as an additional Homeopathic 
resource to the classroom. 
 

Presented by: Sherita Sargusingh 
 
Biography: Sherita Sargusingh is a certified 
Infant-Toddler Montessori Instructor, Adult 
Educator and personal Montessori Consultant. 
Sherita has been actively working in the Early 
Childhood Education private sector for over 15 
years. Sherita received her Bachelors in Studio 
Arts from Lincoln University, PA. She is currently 
pursuing a Graduate degree for Instructional 
Technology MEd. Sherita has experience as an 
Art educator for pre-school children since 2003 
and she has also been a certified Infant- Toddler 
Montessori teacher for almost 10 years. Sherita 
is a graduate of the AMS Montessori Infant-
Toddler program, conducted by the Institute for 
Advanced Montessori Studies (IAMS) in Silver 
Spring, MD. She is currently a member of the 
Barrie School faculty located in Maryland and 
has continued to be an annual summer 
instructor for IAMS. Sherita thoroughly enjoys 
working with young learners, introducing artistic 
perspectives, and building early childhood 
literacy and language skills. 

 
 

In Search of ….The Normalized Child 
 
Applicable: All 
 
Summary: Montessori is very clear about the extraordinary 
possibility that the child offers to the world. This vision has 
captured our hearts, our minds, and our imaginations. And 
yet, despite our sincere intentions, we sometimes 
experience a gap between this eagerly anticipated outcome 
and our day-to-day experience. Where is this normalized 
child? And what can we do to expand our awareness, shift 
our perspective, and build our repertoire of skills for 

Presenter: Marliese Colantuno 
 
Biography: A lover of books, animals, gardening, 
and the arts, Marliese holds a BA in Liberal Arts 
with an emphasis in Psychology and Human 
Development.  Her eclectic background includes 
experience working with children and adults in a 
variety of settings, including arts organizations, 
outdoor education programs, equestrian camps, 
an urban gardening apprenticeship, peace 
groups, the hospitality industry, a naturopathic 
physician’s office, and Montessori schools, as 
well as administrative experience as the director 



supporting this essential--and sometimes elusive--
phenomenon? How can we bring our own actions and way 
of being progressively more in line with those that facilitate 
the emergence of this development? Together we will 
explore practical suggestions for becoming more effective in 
our application of Montessori's well-validated insights.  
 

of a Montessori program. Her close study of 
Montessori’s work as well as a variety of Human 
Potential models lends depth and richness to her 
practice.  In addition to being a Montessori 
Primary Guide, Marliese is a seasoned Playback 
Theater actor, a Certified Core Values Index 
Practitioner, an advanced student of Virginia 
Satir’s work under the expert guidance of Steven 
Young, and a member of the Ritual Healing 
Village initiated by indigenous teacher and 
author Sobonfu Some.  She is a published 
reviewer of educational software, and has 
presented at the Computer Game Developers 
Conference (now GDC). She serves as an Expert 
in Experiential Learning for the Living the 
Potential Network founded by author Renee 
Beth Poindexter, and also serves as a Consultant 
for the American Montessori Society (AMS). 
Marliese is a faculty member of the Institute for 
Advanced Montessori Studies (IAMS), the 
graduate-level teacher education program 
where she earned her own Montessori Primary 
Credential, and where she was part of the team 
that created the Infant and Toddler training 
component. She has served in this role 
concurrently with her work teaching children 
since 2000. Through her work as a Montessori 
Guide, she has discovered an extraordinary way 
to use her talents on behalf of others, and this 
has made her life a joyous adventure. Always, 
the children are her best teachers.   
 

The Montessori Classroom and ADD/ADHD 
 
Applicable to: All 
 
Summary: This workshop will present an examination of the 
symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment of attention deficit 
disorder in children from early childhood to adolescence, 
with a focus on children in the learning and social 
environments. The discussion will include a look at 
developmental variations as the child with ADHD grows, the 
specialized communication involved in working with 
students and parents, and practical strategies and 
interventions for use in the Montessori classroom. Gain 
knowledge of specific symptoms that may manifest 
themselves in the Montessori classroom, and serve as 
indicators of an attention problem; learn approaches to 
communicating with parents regarding the possible needs 
for an evaluation and providing effective and ongoing 
progress reports; identify strategies to use in the 
Montessori classroom to improve independent work skills, 

Presented by: Judith Stern 
 
Biography: Judith Stern, M.A. is an experienced 
classroom teacher and Learning Specialist at 
Barrie School in Silver Spring, Maryland. She is a 
Maryland State Certified Special Education 
teacher and Reading Specialist. Ms. Stern is the 
co-author of four children's books on Learning 
Disabilities and Attention Deficit Disorder.  She is 
also the co-author of The Dyslexia Checklist: A 
Practical Reference for Parents and Teachers 
 
 



organization skills, and improved focus; identify a behavioral 
approach to use with children who have difficulties due to 
ADD/ADHD. 
 
Transformation of the Teacher 
 
Applicable to:  All 
 
Summary: Tools for understanding and working with 
emotional triggers in the classroom. In this experiential 
session we explore the physiology of emotional triggers and 
how they get activated in the nervous system and expressed 
through undesirable behaviors. We will discuss the root 
causes and how to alleviate the most pervasive symptoms 
of anxiety and hyper vigilance, that so many teachers and 
students experience during the school year.  
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schools, and teachers in building communities 
that are reflective of the core of the Montessori 
philosophy, that every life is unique and 
unfolding just as it should.  
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