
        Program Information 2019
   ________________________________________________________________________
Barrie is an extraordinary environment for summer learning, exploration, and fun – camping at its best!  With a 
wide variety of activities, a vibrant community, an abundance of multipurpose facilities, and a vast natural 
setting, campers are free to explore new things, enjoy the outdoors, spend quality time with friends, and 
benefit from encouragement provided by an exciting group of counselors and program specialists.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Camp Open Houses
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm on the following Sundays:

January 13  February 10  March 10  April 28 
Bring family and friends – no R.S.V.P. required

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________      

Day Camp provides a comprehensive mix of traditional camp activities, perennial favorites, and fun new 
offerings. All campers enjoy on-site swimming, pony rides, sports, nature, arts and crafts, dance or 
movement, music, storytelling, cooperative games, dramatics, canoeing, and Flagpole. Middle and Upper 
campers are also offered archery, karate, American Sign Language, outdoor living skills, yoga, and optional 
overnight campouts. Activity periods run 35 minutes in length. Most activities are scheduled once a week 
except for swimming which is scheduled daily.    

• Middle Camp  Grade one    Coed (BG)
• Middle Camp  Grades two or three   Coed (M2, M3) 
• Upper Camp   Grades four, five, or six  Coed (U4, U5, U6)
• Upper Camp   Grades seven and eight  Coed (Sr)

Lower Camp (LCs) groups work out of a home base where they keep personal belongings and change. This 
space also contains age-appropriate activities and accessories for free time, rest period, and snack time. LCs 
report directly to home base and do not attend morning Flagpole unless there is a special event. Each LC 
group is led by a certified teacher supported by a team of caring counselors. 

• Lower Camp   (Pre-Kindergarten)  Coed (LC) Turning four second half of calendar year 
• Lower Camp   (Kindergarten)  Coed (LC) Age four or five by start of camp 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Specialty Camps are mainly for children entering grades two and up. The schedule offers a half day of 
specialty activity programming combined with a half day of traditional camp activities. Specialty programs 
currently offered include Naturalists, Studio Art, Karate, Riding, Digital Video, Just Girls, and Just Boys. 

• Specialty Camps Grade two through grade eight (eligibility varies by program)   

Super Camps are programs offered one time throughout the summer, providing blasts of fun and learning 
combined. Each offering is unique and targets a specific interest and age group. Additional fees apply and vary 
depending on the program and length of day.

• Super Camps  Kindergarten through grade eight (eligibility varies by program)  

Leadership Training for young people in grades nine and ten is provided through counselor-in-training 
programs (C/CIT & CIT). Activities, discussions, and hands-on assisting with camper groups increases 
awareness of child development, experience in group management, and development of leadership skills. 

• Camper/Counselor  Grade nine and grade ten
• Counselor-in-Training Grade ten / Volunteer program / Must apply via counselor application 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Special Event Days are highlights of each summer that occur every other Friday. The regular daily schedule is 
replaced with theme based activities for campers of all ages.
Olympic Games June 28 - Klondike Gold Rush July 12 - Neptune Skits & Carnival July 26 - Bon Voyage August 9



Placement: Campers are placed into groups based on the school grade they will be entering in the fall or by 
chronological age if born in the same calendar year as other campers eligible for the group. Requests for 
friends in the same grade to be placed together may be done on the application form. A corresponding 
request should be made by the friend’s parent or guardian. Campers will not be moved into older or younger 
groups to be with friends or siblings. Specialty and Super Camps offer a wider mix of camper age ranges.  

Daily Schedule: The day begins at 9:00 am at Flagpole, an all-camp assembly. From 9:25 am to 3:25 pm, 
camper groups rotate through eight, thirty-five minute activity periods. The schedule of daily activities 
changes from day to day except for set swim times. Most activities are scheduled once per week, weather 
permitting. Lunch and random free periods are included in the schedule. Lower Campers enjoy a rest or nap 
period after lunch. The camp day ends at 4:00 pm with car pick-up running from 4:00 pm - 4:20 pm. 

Swim Program: Campers entering grade one and above are scheduled two swim periods. Lower Campers, 
Specialty Campers, and Super Campers have a single swim period. Campers are tested when they first arrive at 
the pool to assess skill levels and determine in which areas of the pool they may safely swim. Basic 
instruction is offered during regularly scheduled swim times twice a week to non-swimmers and 
beginning swimmers. Swim instruction is not provided for more advanced swimmers and to those in 
Specialty and Super Camps. Life-guards are fully credentialed and have demonstrated rescue competence. 
The number of guards on duty is determined by the number of swimmers in the pool. Typically, three guards 
are on duty with an equal number of counselors assigned as “pool lookouts.” 

Lunch and Snacks: Campers bring bagged lunches that are kept refrigerated until lunchtime. Snacks are 
offered in the morning to Lower Campers. Popsicles are available at the end of the day for everyone. Campers 
are encouraged to bring a water bottle and whatever snacks they need to get through the day.  

Outdoor Education: The campus and nature are important parts of Barrie. The many natural habitats across 
campus provide a lush and wondrous environment in which campers can explore and play. Outdoor education 
is incorporated into Outdoor Living Skills (OLS), Naturalist (Nats), and weekly overnights for campers in the 
Middle, Upper, and Senior groups.  

Overnights: On and off campus overnights are an optional offerings for campers in grade one and above. 
Charges for overnight stays range from $50 to $80. Middle Campers will overnight on the Barrie campus and 
sleep in tents or indoors during inclement weather. Upper Campers either head off campus to campsites at 
Cunningham Falls and Greenbrier State Parks or stay on campus with an adventure field trip planned. 
Inclement weather may necessitate adjustments to the date, location, or adventure. Overnight registration 
forms and locations are emailed in a note sent to families the weekend before the start of each session. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Barrie Camp Staff Members are patient, enthusiastic, and playful. They understand how to manage camper 
safety and well-being. All staff undergo reference checks and criminal background investigations. They 
participate in a comprehensive, pre-camp training program as required for accreditation by the American 
Camp Association. Two or three staff members are assigned to each group depending on number of campers. 
Average number of campers per group is 18. The staff to camper ratio for pre-K and Kindergarten is 1:6. For 
all other groups the ratio is 1:7.

Leadership Team Members are experienced professionals with degrees in education or related fields. They 
are available to provide support to counselors as well as campers and their families. They ensure program 
quality, supervise specialists, create weekly schedules, plan overnights, and coordinate special event days. 

Two Registered Nurses are on duty during the regular camp day. Staff trained in First Aid are on site during 
extended care hours.

Specialists and Program Directors who lead activities have relevant college degrees or specific training, 
experience, or certifications. Generally, 85% of our program staff return from one summer to the next.

Camp Counselors are engaged, caring, and well-trained. Senior Counselors range in age from 18 to 21 and 
are enrolled in college. Junior Counselors are Juniors and Seniors in High School. All counselors are expected 
to keep campers safe, be mindful of individual needs, and provide friendship, encouragement and support. 
Campers often value the relationships with their counselors above any other aspect of camp.

Counselors-in-Training (CITs) are in grade 10 and considered full-time volunteers assigned to assist a 
senior counselor or program specialist. 


